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ground, throughout the inclosed space, until the tops of all the piles were on a level with the top of the embankment. A floor of wooden planking was then fixed to the tops of the piles and extended from the outermost row of these to the top of the embankment. Finally, the proper dwelling places, which appear to have been circular wattled huts, were built upon the firm floor thus laid. All the refuse from the huts dropped on to the ground beneath the platform and accumulated in a midden, until it gradually filled up the adjacent space.
One would think that, after a time, the people would have been forced to leave the unsavory residence and build another. But the attractions of home (sweet or otherwise) seem to have been strong for there is evidence in some cases that after they were crowded out by the ever-growing midden, another, and after this even yet another, set of new piles were driven in between and above the old ones, to form the foundation of a new village, the embankment being at the same time correspondingly elevated. It may be that, in some of these cases, the old village was destroyed by fires to which, whether they arose by accident or by the contrivance of enemies, such wooden constructions must have been very liable, in the hot dry summer of Italy.
It is the accumulation of refuse which gives its peculiar quality to the soil of the pile-middens and enables them to be recognized, even when all the woodwork has mold-ered away and the embankment has ceased to be distinguishable.